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Felj.ow  CiTizEns  or  Tiir 
Council  and  Housk  ok 
Represektaiives,  of  Utah  Tekkitorv- 

Having  called  you  from  your  various 
■vocations,  to  convene  in  Gencr  il  Assembly 
at  an  earlier  diy  and  upon  a  shorter  notice 
than  might  appear  deBiralile .  I  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  lay  before  you,  the  eh  ief 
reason  for  so  doing,  as  well  as  make  such 
other  suggestions,  as  to  me  sliall  appear  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  and  as  shall  occur  to  my 
mind. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  me,  tlial 
thus  far  in  our  history,  political  and  social, 
unity  has  pervaded  our  councils,  fidelity  ani 
integrity  our  trusts,  and  while  freely  admit- 
lingthe  embarrassments  of  new  and  untried 
positions  in  the  affairs  of  Government,  yet, 
there  are  none  other,  than  those  whose  infor- 
mation extends  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
the  people,  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  that 
«re«o  well  qualified  to  become  the  recipients 
oi  their  confidence. 


Hence  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  local 
Legislation,  of  Legislation  by  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  who  coming 
as  they  do,  from  their  midst,  must  necessarily 
know,  what  laws  are  best  calculated  for  their 
benefit,  and  will  beet  suit  their  circumstan- 
ces. The  General  Government  accordingly 
organized  the  Government  of  Utah,  and 
while  she  reserves  unto  herself  the  right  of 
appointing  a  few  of  the  principal  officers, 
nevertheless  extends  to  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  IheTerrilory,  "all  riglitful  subjects 
of  Legislation,  consisJent  with  the  conatitutirn 
of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  provisions  of 
the   organic  laws.' 

The  subject  which  I  have  upon  my  mind 
and  which  I  wish  to  lay  before  you  more 
particularly  at  this  time,  is  the  fact  of  no  pro- 
visions being  made  in  the  organic  act  for  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  "deaths,  removals 
or  other  necessary  absence"  of  any  of  the 
ofllccrs,  sj  appointed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment,  except  the   Covenor;   in  c«»i>  vf 


tvbich  fkeancj,  occaning,  the  Secretary, 
performathe  duties  thereof,  until  such  vacan- 
cj  ihall  be  filled,  or  the  disability  cease  to 
exist.  This  subject  becomes  of  greater  mo- 
ment, from  the  factof  sereral  of  the  officers 
so  ippointed  by  the  General  Government, 
proposing  to  leaTe  the  Territory  early  in 
October  next,  nor  would  this  involve  this 
Government  in  le  much  difficulty,  were  its 
proximity  to  the  General  Government  less,  or 
its  means  of  communication  thereto  more  ex- 
tensive. But  being  liable  to  be  deprived  of 
■ny,tnd  especially  so  mimy  of  those  important 
officers  for  such  a  length  of  time,  as  necessa- 
rily mast  transpire  in  the  event  of  their  go- 
ing, and  Congress  not  having  provided  any 
remedy,  it  appears  to  become  not  only  a 
rightful',  but  a  necessary  subject  of  Legisla- 
tion; to  provide  by  law  for  the  present  emer 
gencies.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Territorial 
Officers,  the  Territory  was  districted,  and  the 
Judges  assigned  their  Judicial  Districts. 
They  have,  and  are,  organizing  courts  in 
their  several  districts,  preparatory  to  busi- 
ness. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject, 
and  one  that  will  be  productive  of  much 
convenience,  and  good  to  the  people,  as 
well  as  those  entrusted  with  the  adjudication 
and  execution  thereof,  will  be  a  code  of  laws, 
which,  although  they  may  not  be  very  ox- 
tended  in  their  character,  should  at  least 
show  the  organization  of  Government,  and 
the  modus  oprrandi  thereof,  sullicient  lo  indi- 
cate the  road  to  speedy  and  Impartial  Jus-ticc. 
It  is  more  than  probable,  that  such  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  as  shall  remain,  would  take  a. 
pleasure  in  meeting  a  rominitipe  from  llie 
legislative  assembly,  and  givethrm  the  bene- 
fit of  their  "legal  leartring,"  in  the  formation 
of  such  a  code,  If  the  Assembly  sh.mld  indi- 
c»f««  wish  for  them  to  do  so 

It  IS  known  that  this  Territory  has  not 
been  without  law,  but  to  ro-enact  and  adopt, 
those  which  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
^nbl»c  good,  and  such  other.,  as  may  he  deem- 


ed neeesshry;    will    require    much  reflection 

and  time. 

For  when  we  reflect,  that  the  future  desti- 
ny of  our  young  commonwealth,  depends  in 
part  upon  its  earlier  legislation,  it  becomes 
us  all,  well  to  consider  upon  the  importance 
of  the  duties  devolving  upon  us,  and  not  neg- 
lecting any  known  duty.  Still,  giving  due 
consideration  in  the  ordaining  of  those  laws, 
which  will  necessarily  entwine  themselves 
around  us^  either  to  entangle  us  in  the  aiesh- 
es  of  conflicting  and  unmeaning  laws.or  form 
those  bulwarks  of  National  Liberty,  Indepen- 
dence and  Justice,  which  shall  secure  those 
blessings  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  suc- 
ceeding gf-nerations. 

Through  tlie  munificence  of  the  General 
Government,we  have  extended  unto  us,  in. 
creased  facilities  for  spending  our  time  for 
the  public  weal;  f(jr  however  much  the  hon- 
est pride  of  gratuitous  public  service,  may 
flatter  its  humble  recipients,  yet,  whilst  it  im- 
poverishes all,  but  his  honorable  name,  and 
his  country's  cause,hls  anxieties  will  scarcely 
be  lulled,  his  daily  supjilies  but  rarely  re- 
plenished. 

Knowing  however,  as  I  do,  that  no  such 
inducement  has  hitherto  attached  itself  to  the 
officers  of  this  Territory,  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  so  in  the  future,  I 
shall  expect  to  see  the  same  disiiilereslid  d'e- 
votion.  to  the  public  welfare.  Ycu  have 
do>:btless  observed  that  the  organic  act  re- 
quires  various  duties  tn  be  performed  by  the 
legislative  assembly  at  its  first  session,  which 
were  in  the  first  instance  devolved  upon  the 
executive.  J  will  dismiss  this  part  oi  the 
subject,  by  n„.rely  calling  your  attention  to 
it  and  remarking  that  ti:e  power  thus  vested 
in  me  has  only  been  exercised,  v.hen  tlie  du- 
ty seemed  imi.erative  or  public  necessity  re- 
quired. I  intend  however  to  avail  myself  of 
the  convening  of  the  assemldy.to  funher  or- 
ganize the  territory,  by  app„lating,  i„  eon. 
hect.on  With  the  Council,  „1|  such  oflicers  ot 
".ay  be  necessary  to  l,„ld  tl,e,r  o/Tices  until 
.uperceded  by  an  .lect.cn. or  otherwise,  a, 
tJic  aisen.bly  jliall  Himct. 


The  library,  which  through  the 
liberahty  of  the  general  govern- 
ment has  been  bestowed  upon  this 
territory,  having  principally  arri- 
ved, it  becomes  necessary  to  pro- 
vide by  law,  for  the  safe  keeping 
and  preservation  of  this  munifi- 
cent donation ;  a  greater  than 
which,  could  scarcely  be  found,  or 
have  been  more  acceptable  for  the 
use  or  benefit  of  Utah.  It  is  prop- 
er to  remark,  that  the  gift  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
choice  selection,  and  assiduous  la- 
bors of  our  fellov/  cit  izen,  and  del- 
egate lo  congress,  the  honorable 
John  M.  Bernhisel:  in  procuring 
voluntary  contributions,  from  va- 
rious literary  and  scientific  insti- 
tutions, thronghout  the  United 
States;  as  well  as  the  Vv^orks  of 
several  distinguished  authors,  and 
miscellaneous  contributions  from 
publishers,  editors,  fcc;  thus  fur- 
nishing a  library  in  the  midst  of 
the  mountains,  in  the  wilderness 
of  deserts,  of  which  the  oldest  and 
wcahliicst  state  might  well  be 
prond;  in  this  coiniection  I  wish 
to  state,  that  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment did.  grant  a  charter  for 
the  university  of  Deseret,  and 
make  an  annual  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars, foritsbenefit. 

The  president  and  regents  of 
this  institution,  have  selected  a 
site  for  (heirbuildings,andgrounds; 
and  commenced  some  permanent 
improvements  thereon.  I  ihero- 
foro  recommend  that  you  extend 
unto  them,  all  necessary  legisla- 
tion,and  such  pecuniary  assistance. 


as  you  shall  find  it  in  your  power 
to  give. 

For  the  advancement  and  en- 
couragement of  primary  schools, 
I  merely  suggest  at  this  time,  that 
it  is  a  subject  which  should  attract 
your  early  attention;  and  will  add, 
that  some  system  might  with  pro- 
priety be  adopted,  which  requiring 
the  inhabitants  of  each  neighbor- 
hood, consisting  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  families,  (to  be  fixed  by 
law,)  to  maintain  a  school  therein; 
a  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, with  a  fixed  salary,  might  be 
of  incalculable  benefit  at  this  ear- 
ly period  of  our  national  existence,  ^ 
in  the  formation  of  an  uniform 
system  of  common  schools,  as  well 
as  in  introducing  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  public  instruction.  These 
duties  might  with  propriety  be  de- 
volved upon  the  president,  or  some 
member  of  the  board  of  regents, 
who  might  be  enabled  through 
the  encouragement  thus  afforded, 
to  devote  his  time  to  this  interes- 
ting and  eminently  useful  branch 
of  business. 

The  provisional  government  al- 
so located  the  seat  of  government 
for  Utah  territory,  at  G.  S.  L.City, 
and  devoted  'Union  square'  in  said  V 
city  for  the  use  of  public  buildings 
for  said  territory.  This  act  of  the 
provisional  government,  if  it  meets 
with  your  apprsval,  should  be 
ratified  by  you. 

Unlike  any  other  territory,  or 
state,  we  are  entirely  surrounded 
by  savage  Tribes,  who  are  wild  in 
their   nature,    ferocious,  in  their 


character,  and  being  withal  some- 
what warlike, it  becomes  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  efficient  organi- 
zation of  the  militia.  I  would  re- 
commend that  encouragement  be 
given  to  secure  mounted  troops, 
so  far  as  practicable,  as  being  the 
most  expeditious  and  efficient,  to 
protfct  the  distant  frontier  from 
the  depredations  of  those  wild 
men  of  the  mountains. 

A  secure  place  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  confinement  of  criminals, 
should  also  be  provided,  and  I 
would  propose  that  the  general 
government  be  memorialized,  for 
an  appropriation  for  this  pnrpose. 

I  do  not  purpose  at  this  time 
going  into  details  of  the  various 
branches  of  necessary  legislation, 
pertaining  to  the  government  of 
Utah;  but  merely  directing  your 
attention  to  those  things  which  lie 
immediately  before  us,  and  which 
are  required  to  be  attended  to,  by 
the  organic  act  at  your  first  session. 
It  will  of  course  remain  with  your 
honorable  body  to  continue  in  ses- 
sion durmg  your  own  good  pleas- 


ure. 1  am  aware  that  the  time 
might  be  profitably  employed  for 
many  months,as  it  must  be  obvious 
to  all,  as  it  is  to  mo,  that  the  le- 
gislative assembly  have  great  and 
important  duties  to  discharge.  I 
would  however  recommend  that 
you  do  not  adjourn  injtil  you  shall 
have  accomplished  the  necessary 
legislation. 

If  therefore,  your  session  should 
be  prolonged,  1  shall  avail  myself 
of  the  privilege  of  again  commu- 
nicating with  yon.  feelirg  as  I  do, 
an  ardent  desire  to  see  good  and 
wholesome  laws  suited  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  and  the  gov- 
ernment established  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis.  I  will  now  close  by 
invoking  the  assistance  of  Almigh- 
ty God,  that  he  may  vouchsafe 
unto  us  all, wisdom,  commensurate 
with  the  duties  resting  upon  us, 
that  the  spirit  of  unity,  peace,  and 
enlightened  intelligence,  may 
pervade  all  our  acts. 

BRIG  HAM  YOUNG. 

G.S.L.City,Sept.22, 1851. 
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